
ART HERITAGE TRAINING SCHEDULE 

 

 
 

 
What is the Art Heritage Program?  The Art Heritage Program has been a valued part of Mesa County Valley School District 51 
elementary schools for more than 25 years.  Volunteers bring standards-based art history and art lessons to elementary school 
classrooms throughout the Mesa County area.  The program is coordinated through the D51 Schools Visual Arts office at the BTK 
Building, 596 N. Westgate Dr. Grand Junction, CO  81505 (970.254.5489)  
Website:  https://community.d51schools.org/sites/shared/art/Pages/default.aspx 
 
What happens at an Art Heritage “training”?  Information about the featured artist or cultural art lesson is provided.  Volunteers 
view a PowerPoint or DVD presentation about the artist and have the opportunity to ask questions or share observations.  A 
suggested art project is demonstrated and volunteers create a sample.  The art project is inspired by the featured art lesson.  
Volunteers may choose to do the same lesson or an alternate. 
 
Are the art supplies provided for the lessons? Each school will receive a loaner box of supplies for the ‘suggested art project’.  The 
school-based coordinator will bring the box back to the school.  If a volunteer choses to do an alternative lesson, the materials are 
not provided.  When all the classrooms have received the lesson, the box of supplies is returned to the BTK-Art Heritage site. 
 
How is Art Heritage funded? The program is funded through D51 Budget which provides the salaries for a part-time coordinator and 
assistant coordinator.  A budget for art supplies and materials is included.  In addition, generous donations from local charitable 
organizations, private donors, and businesses help us to ensure student access to quality materials and updated art methods.  
 
How and why are featured artists chosen?  Artist and cultural art lessons are chosen based upon their contributions to the world of 
art.  Some are well-known master artists, such as Vincent van Gogh and Claude Monet.  Others are regionally known, such as Tony 
Ortega – a pastel artist and children’s book illustrator.  In addition, we often present a cultural art lesson such as rock art of the 
southwest.  We strive to find a balance in the variety of art lessons we teach, from painters to sculptors to fiber artists. 
 

 
 

Thursday, Sept. 11th, 9:30-11am 

Henri Rousseau, jungle animals 

Rousseau painted scenes of Paris and its suburbs, bouquets of flowers, portraits of his 
friends, and forests populated by wild and fantastic beasts. He created a lush imaginary 
world that was inspired by what he saw in advertisements and at the botanical garden 
in Paris.  

 

Monday, Oct. 9th, 9:30-11am   

Rock Art of the Southwest 

Pictographs and petroglyphs 

Rock art is the expression of the belief system of an ancient culture. To understand rock 
art, you have to get to know the people, both ancient and modern, associated with it. 
America’s first artists left paintings and carvings on rock surfaces, perhaps as early as 
10,000 years ago.  Our rock art unit focuses on the American Southwest.  Colorado, Utah, Arizona and Nevada are the 
locations for magnificent rock art images created hundreds to thousands of years ago by people living in this area. 

 

Schools include:  Mesa View, Tope, Rim Rock, Shelledy, Loma, Pear Park, 

Pomona elementary schools and Gateway and Messiah Lutheran schools. 

Training sessions are held at the D51-BTK 

Building, 596 N. Westgate Dr. (near B & H 

Sports on Patterson and 25 Road) 

https://community.d51schools.org/sites/shared/art/Pages/default.aspx


 
Monday, Nov. 6th, 9:30-11am  
Wassily Kandinsky, abstract art with oil pastels 
Kandinsky sought to “paint poems without words” and “songs without notes.”  With 
color and abstract shapes, he tried to convey emotions, impressions, and thoughts. He 
wrote, “Color is the keyboard, the shapes are the notes, the eyes are the hammers, the 
soul is the piano with the strings.  The artist is the hand which plays, touching one key 
or another, creating vibrations of the soul.”  

 

 

Monday, Jan. 8th, 9:30-11am  

Jacob Lawrence, Narrative Art “Storytelling through pictures” 

Jacob Lawrence grew up in New Jersey and Pennsylvania during the 1920’s 
and 1930’s.  After taking an after-school arts and crafts class as a teenager, he decided to become a 
painter Lawrence often used a series format to convey narrative content.  His fascination with movies 
during the Depression years inspired his approach to storytelling.  For Lawrence, creating a visual 
narrative involved a process similar to the storyboards used to plan the sequence of a film.  Lawrence 
told his story in the alternating rhythms of hardboard panels, employing every aspect, edge and angle 
for its physical, social, historical and economic significance. (Whitney Museum) 

 

 

Monday, Feb. 12th, 9:30-11am 

Henry Moore, “Model Magic” Sculptures 

Henry Moore (1898 – 1986) was an English sculptor whose works reflected a 
semi-abstract and modernist tradition. His signature form is a reclining figure 
that he produced in different variations and with different materials 
throughout his long and prosperous career. 

 

 

 

 

Monday, Apr. 9th, 9:30-11am  

Jackson Pollock, Outdoor “Action” Painting 

Jackson Pollock is considered one of the most challenging and 
influential artists of the 20th century. He created a unique style 

of painting that left critics in awe.  His method of painting came 
from his interest in primitive cultures.  He was especially 

fascinated with Navajo sand painters and their method of 
working. Traditionally, sand paintings were created on the 
ground with various colors of sand slowly poured from the 

hand. Pollock used a similar technique to create his abstract 
paintings. 

Since there is no school 

today, feel free to bring your 

children, we will do an 

abbreviated training 


